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320 THE MUSICAL TIMES.-MAY I, 1903. 

Corre6pone0nce. 
DR. BRODSKY. 

DEAR SIR,-Every friend of Dr. Brodsky's must be 
grateful to you for your delightful biographical notice of 
him in this month's MUSICAL TIMES; but there is one 
aspect of his present life which is probably known only to 
residents in Manchester, so, as one of those, I beg to be 
allowed to add a few lines to what has been so ably 
written in your columns. 

I should like just to put on record his wonderful public 
spirit and his goodness to those less fortunate than him- 
self. He has tried to help so many of our institutions for 
the benefit of others. At the Social Club, an excellent 
gathering-place for young clerks and shop-girls, he goes 
sometimes to play chess with the members, he being a 
very distinguished chess-player, and doing it only to help 
and stimulate the young people. Each winter he takes 
his celebrated Quartet to play gratuitously at a society for 
promoting recreation in the very poor part of Manchester. 

He and Mrs. Brodsky are like protecting parents 
to the young students of the Royal Manchester College 
of Music, specially to those who find themselves 'in a 
strange land,' helping them with advice and sympathy 
unstinted. Dr. Brodsky's goodness to struggling musicians 
outside the College, too, has often come to my knowledge ; 
though it is shown so privately that it is not known 
to many. Yours, &c.,A.B. A.BZ. 

THE LATE WILLIAM REA. 
DEAR SIR,-Your interesting biography of the late 

Dr. William Rea, brings forcibly to my memory his con- 
ductorship of the Polyhymnian Choir, of which I was a 
member about forty-five years since. I can personally 
testify to the splendid work (quite gratuitous) that he did 
for that Society. Our meetings and earlier concerts were 
held at Crosby Hall, Bishopsgate Street, and the 
rehearsals were frequented by many musicians and others, 
such as G. A: Macfarren (whose 'King Canute' we 
frequently sang), and Elizabeth Stirling. No one can 
over-estimate Dr. Rea's labours in the furtherance of 
part-singing. 

He gave what might be regarded as private lessons to 
half the choir at a time, by taking a solo from an opera 
and having it sung collectively by the thirty or more 
members present, just as it would be interpreted by an 
individual voice; thus he secured proper effect, in regard 
to time, tune and expression. I have never heard of the 
adoption of a similar method in training choirs. 

I hope you may find room for the insertion of these 
remarks, and allow me to express the belief that no 
musician ever did more to encourage vocal part-music, 
and at the same time show so much unselfishness in the 
work, as the conductor of the late Polyhymnian Choir. 

Yours, &c., 
W. J. TURNBULL. 

ON MUSICAL LIBRARIES. 

A paper on the above subject was read before the 
Musical Association on the 21st ult. by Mr. J. E. Matthew 
at his residence, ioo, Fellows Road, South Hampstead, 
Mr. Prendergast in the chair. We believe this is the 
first time that the Association has deserted its usual 
meeting place, but the change gave the Members an 
opportunity of examining many interesting volumes 
which Mr. Matthew has in his collection. 

The paper opened with a short reference to some of the 
most important musical libraries, past and present. The 
earliest libraries were undoubtedly collected by ecclesias- 
tical foundations, and consisted exclusively of service 
books for use in Divine worship. Many of these were 
dispersed in troublous times, but not a few of our 
cathedrals still possess some of their old treasures, and 
some continental churches can show magnificent service 
books, although these masterpieces of penmanship have 
often suffered much from careless treatment. 

The Vatican collection, which is rich in the works of 
Despres, Lassus, Morales, Palestrina, Vittoria, and others 
of the Golden Age of 'a capella' music, is also fortunate 
in having been well catalogued by Fr. X. Haberl. 

The earliest general collection that we know of was 
formed by John IV., king of Portugal (1640-1656). The 
first volume of a catalogue was printed in 1649, and a 
copy has been found in the National Library at Paris; 
this is the only record we have of this fine collection, 
which is supposed to have been swallowed up in the 
earthquake at Lisbon. 

The Library of Padre Martini is described in Dr. 
Burney's ' Present State of Music,' and he estimated the 
number of volumes at seventeen thousand. This is an 
enormous collection, and there may probably be some 
mistake. Part of this large collection is in the Court 
Library at Vienna, and part in the Liceo Musicale of 
Bologna. 

The Paris Conservatoire possesses an excellent 
library, but no' catalogue is available, except of the 
' Reserve ' published by M.. Weckerlin since he became 
librarian in 1872. The Opera library in Paris is also of 
great value in its own particular department. Allusion 
should also be made to the Mecklenburg-Schwerin 
Library, and more than one collection in Breslau, all well 
catalogued. The well-known publishers Peters have also 
founded an excellent library more especially for students' 
use, and which is constantly being added to. 

A large collection of Catholic Church music in 
the strict style is to be found at Regensburg, formed 
under the influence of the late Karl Proske. The 
Monastery of St. Gall in Switzerland is worthy 
of note as possessing the famous Gradual said to 
have been copied from the autograph of St. Gregory. 
Brussels is peculiarly rich in musical collections; 
amongst others the famous library of the late M. Fftis, 
which is wonderfully strong in the Literature of music. 

It is only possible just to allude to the many private 
collections. Otto Jahn's, mainly referring to Mozart; 
M. Martin's, of Marseilles, dispersed in 1885; Cousse- 
maker's in 1877; the Borghese Library ; Abb6 Santini's, 
in Rome. All these are now scattered. 

In our own British Museum we probably possess as fine 
a collection, both of Music and its Literature, as exists, 
but it is impossible, even with the excellent catalogue 
that is available, to form any idea of the number of 
works it contains. The Bodleian at Oxford and the 
University Library at Cambridge both contain many 
works of great value, and the Fitzwilliam Museum is of 
even greater interest. This last has been catalogued by 
Mr. Fuller Maitland and Dr. Mann. The Royal College 
of Music possesses the fine collection formerly belonging 
to the Sacred Harmonic Society, singularly strong in 
English madrigals. 

The collections of Mr. Taphouse, of Oxford, of 
Dr. Cummings, rich in Purcell's works, can only be 
alluded to. 

Mr. Matthew then called attention to some of the more 
noticeable volumes which were exhibited round the 
room, including ' Musices Opusculum,' Burtius, con- 
taining one of the earliest specimens of music-printing; 

MICHAEL ARNE IN CORK IN 1770. 
DEAR SIR,-So little is known of the doings of Michael 

Arne from 1769 to 1776 that no apology is needed for the 
publication of the following extract, which goes to prove 
that the composer of ' Cymon' spent some months in the 
fair city of Cork during the autumn of the year 1770. 
From a rare file of the Hibernian Chronicle, printed by William Flynn, of Cork, in 1770, I extract a notice issued 
by Mr. Arne, dated September 24, 1770 :- 

At the Assembly Room, on Wednesday, October 
3rd, will be a select performance of Musick, to be 
conducted by Mr. Arne, and the gentlemen of the 
Musical Society. The vocal part by a young lady. To conclude with the Coronation Anthem composed 
by Mr. Handel. 

After the Concert there will be a Ball, to begin 
at seven o'clock. Tickets at three British Shillings 
each, to be had of Mr. Arne, at Mrs. Burnel's in 
Cook Street. Yours, &c., 

WM. H. GRATTAN FLOOD. 
[Michael Arne should not be confused with his father, 

Dr. Arne, the composer of ' Rule, Britannia.'-ED. M.T.] 
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